
Trofeo Series Race Report   by  David Frith 
 
TACCOC Spring Classic meeting - 7 & 8 October 2006 
 
After a successful start to the season at Pukekohe, it was time for the series to 
once again head to Taupo.  This meeting was somewhat different for most of the 
drivers. We were to use the new part of the circuit, so lots of learning had to be 
done to hopefully master the track.  Having had the ‘flu, I decided to leave my 
car at home, and have a quiet weekend of spectating instead. So my Alfa 33 got 
the weekend off. 
 
A crisp frosty, Taupo greeted us. The Auckland contingent having to carry out 
unfamiliar procedures such as getting the frost off the windscreens of race-cars ! 
 
On arriving at the circuit, there is a lot of building activity obvious, with pit 
garages and facilities starting to take shape for the A1 GP in January. New 
industrial units are being constructed and earthworks being carried out  adjacent 
to  the pit area.   Much of the area around the new pit garages was fenced off 
due to the construction, but the organizers (TACCOC) did a fine job of working 
around it. The meeting was run in the usual efficient, friendly TACCOC manner. 
 
The new portion of the circuit, known either as “track 2” or “the intermediate 
circuit” is 2.2km in length. It is a tight, twisting track, with a short front straight in 
front of the pits.  It proved a challenge to the first-timers, and a physical workout 
for all concerned. Comments along the lines of “you always seem to be turning”, 
and “there’s no straight to take a rest in” were common.  It proved to be a 
wonderful playground for good handling, nimble cars, particularly the Alfasuds, 
and  for Ben Thompson’s rapid little Guilia. 
 
There were 23 Trofeo Series entries, a little down on Pukekohe, but with a few 
cars being repaired, and a couple of regulars likely to be back soon, numbers 
should rise again soon. 
 
Warwick Grady arrived with his car sporting a smart new metallic green paint 
job.  Tina Glennie made a welcome  return to the Ti class fray in her Sprint.  
Vishu Singh also made his first appearance of the season to resume battle in 
the Ti class.   
 
It was good to see Tony Ollisof’s Sud there after his trials and tribulations at 
Pukekohe,  but with its old 8 valve engine installed. The 16 valve version having 
had some serious “hiccups” and being under repair.  Ken Garlick arrived,  keen 
to resume his contest with Simon Mills after Ken’s clean sweep in the Trofeo 
class at Pukekohe.   
 



With over half the drivers present not having run on the circuit before, the 
organisers provided an 8 minute “familiarization” time, under yellow flags, 
followed by a 10 minute practice session. 
 
Simon Mills had a lucky escape during a practice session, running his Trofeo 
class Sud off the track before the pits, with a huge shower of dust and stones 
before hitting the tyre barrier, spinning back and nosing into the concrete pit 
wall.  Total damage was one torn piece of plastic trim and a small dent on the 
front bumper. He was very lucky not to sustain serious damage,  
 
The GTA class competition was looking to be a repeat of the Pukekohe battle 
between Eddie Beresford and Ben Thompson.  Unfortunately due to a broken 
exhaust pipe in practice, Eddie had to start off the back of the grid.   The White 
and Blue 16 valve Sud made quite a sight, zipping through the field. Ron 
Dijkmanns immaculate bright orange Sud was going quickly too, and seems to 
be picking up speed with each meeting. 
 
The expected Trofeo Class contest between Ken Garlick and Simon Mills looked 
to be starting, with some keen competition. Simon and Ken then had an 
unfortunate coming together, leaving both cars stopped in the field for a while.  
Panel work is unfortunately on the agenda for both parties.  Ken buckling a LF 
mudguard, bumper, bonnet and headlight. Simon sustaining a severe dent to his 
drivers door and “B” pillar area.  This really showed the value of side intrusion 
bars, as the door was pressed right up against the bar ! 
  
Happily neither car was so badly damaged that they couldn’t race again.  Simon 
with some impromptu panel surgery to get his drivers door to open, and Ken and 
his race engineer Pete Cousins effecting miracles with race-tape.    
 
Keith Elliott’s little black Sud was making good inroads into the Ti class, Keith 
using all his experience to push the nice looking Sud around the new track, and  
quite quickly too for a standard car. 
 
New member Brent Gladding in the ex-Keith Elliot 33, 16V Veloce class car 
carried on  his solid start in the series, despite having early brake pad issues.   
 
The second race provided the expected contest between Eddie Beresford and 
Ben Thompson. The last lap pursuit of Eddie by Ben was awesome to watch. A 
last minute dive for the line by Ben wasn’t quite enough, so Ed got the win. 
 
The handicap race on Sunday morning  looked to be heading Keith Elliot’s way 
in the little black 1.5 Sud, but he was overtaken on the last lap by Murray 
Johnston pursued closely by Andy Drummond.   Normally driving in these 
events, I didn’t realize quite how crazy the last lap can seem, with 22 cars 



started off and  timed to be on  the finish line, all around the same time.  It 
doesn’t actually seem that bad when you are out there. 
 
As well as participating in the Trofeo Series, a number of the Trofeo Series 
drivers have also branched out and are regularly competing in other classic 
series on these race days. 
 
The Scuderia Hunkin were seen out in the Leisuretime races, Simon Mills, Ian 
West, Chris Browne, Ben Thompson, Ollie and others all took advantage of the 
additional practice and track time available when running two series.  Good keen 
men one and all !  Ollie in particular coming straight in from the track to 
immediately go out again in the Trofeo Series races ! 
 
Ben Thompson spent several happy races chasing down and outclassing a 
couple of large, powerful Mercedes saloons and several other cars that looked 
very much bigger and supposedly faster than the Guilia.   
 
Tony Ollisof distinguished himself in other events by mercilessly harassing a 
Ferrari 308 over several races.  The 308 was enormously quick in a straight line, 
but had difficulty in negotiating  the corners at speed.   
 
Ollie’s Sud happens to be  rather good at cornering, (particularly with Ollie in 
command !) so we were treated to a great display with a  frantically driven 
Alfasud relentlessly pursuing the Ferrari in several races over the weekend.   
Ollie’s ducking, diving and occasionally successful overtaking efforts were well 
received by all watching, and were a highlight of the meeting 
 
Things did finally go a little bit “pear-shaped” for Ollie, his car hitting a Holden 
Torana, and suddenly acquiring around 10 inches of toe out on his front wheels.  
It was good to see a number of people chip in and help load his car on the trailer 
afterwards, a nice bit of club & series spirit.  Best of luck on the repairs Tony !! 
 
The racing wound up on Sunday at lunchtime, with just enough time to get back 
home and watch the Japanese Grand Prix, plus the end of Bathurst. 
 
A brilliant weekend, a great time had by all, and many thanks to the  organizers 
at TACCOC for putting on a friendly, well run meeting.  
 
Next stop for the Trofeo Series is the Whittakers meeting on 11 and 12 
November at Manfield.  A must for any speed minded Alfisti.   See you there….. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Simon Mills’ Sud, in full flight on the Kitty-litter, about to hit both a tyre barrier, 
and the pit wall, fortunately escaping with minimal damage ! 
 

 
 
First corner – How do they all fit through there ? 



 
 
Start of Race 1 – 23 screaming Alfas ! 
 

 
 
Ollie harassing the Ferrari 308.  Some wonderfully spirited driving until an 
unfortunate encounter with a Torana. Good work Ollie !! 
 
 



 
 
You want close racing ?  Look no further….!  Ben Thompson (105) giving Eddie 
Beresford (19) a “hurry-up” in race 2 .  There is a For Sale sign on Ben’s car.  If 
you want to go racing, here’s a real opportunity !!! 
 

 
 
Future racer ? Spotted in the pits, driving daddy Ed back to his pit area. 
 

 


